"Here are passes/' he said. "I would like you to be
there if you could endure it. When one puts a thing
to the touch one needs the few people of one's

camp."

"I hope that you will always reckon me as one of
those," she said.

"One of the chief," he said. "You would like to hear
the situation. We have some thirty more men of our
clan from Sardica; they are parts of ourselves who will
live or die with us. My uncle is very ill and suffers
much from his wound, but if things go ill with us he
will insist on being hoisted on to a horse; he'll go out
with the clan. Then my riders have brought in the news
that the men are marching on The City from the north
and west. Some seven thousand foot' from the north
and about eight hundred horse from the west. They
have had camps and watering-places with fodder and so
forth prepared for them. There has been plenty of rain
as you know, but both armies will be in sight from the
walls to-morrow afternoon when the Peace Meeting
begins."

"And, Prince, what strength have you?"

"I have Theodora," he said,

"You know that, Prince," she said,-"but what other?"

"What weakness?" he said. "We've a lot of young
men of the Blues who have been drilling in back-yards
and places lately; there are some Green agents among
them too. They will not be any great use. As to the
horse under Aristides, IVe sent all possible fodder along
the roads and all the young sappers from the Engineer-
ing Schools to see to any bridges which may be down*
but the floods have been bad, and out there at the gulf
floods can be very destructive, Fve sent out all the re-
mounts that can De scraped together. I just forestalled
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